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Literature Review about Use of Assistive Technology for Filipinos with Spinal Cord injury
from an Occupational Justice Perspective
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[H4] To identify current literatures that talks about the use of Assistive Technology for Filipinos with Spinal Cord
Injury from an Occupational Justice perspective

[J7#5] Aliterature search was done using PubMed. The search was conducted on April 2019 to May 2019. Boolean
operators were used throughout the search process wherein a combination of the keywords and synonymous
terminology were formulated. Keywords used in the search include: spinal cord injury, assistive technology, occupational
justice, and Philippines. Ancestral searching of research work of Polgar, occupational therapist and co-author of the book
“Assistive technologies: Principles and practice” was also done in PubMed. Three articles, not indexed in PubMed, was
handed by a professor and a colleague about the research topic to further improve understanding on the matter.

[#53] A total of 227 Articles were screened. Ten articles are included in this literature review, including one
systematic review and one scoping review.

[%55] A systematic review found that despite using assistive technology (AT), life dissatisfaction and occupational
injustice exists (Baldassin, Shimizu, & Fachin-Martins, 2018). Occupational Therapy (OT) is one of the professions
that could help persons with spinal cord injury (SCI) by identifying the impact of disability and barriers to effectively
utilize AT interventions to promote occupational justice (OJ) for their clients (AOTA, 2016; Riegel & Eglseder, 2009).
In the Philippines, there exist only one study that looks into the use of AT for persons with SCI which shows that
wheelchair users does not engage in community mobility (Bazant et al., 2017). However, there are no attempts by the
OT profession to articulate neither the use of AT for persons with physical dysfunction nor the use of an O] perspective
on physical rehabilitation.

[##%#5] This review presents one gap which needs to be addressed. There is a need to know the lived experience of
Filipinos with SCI in their use of AT from an O] perspective.
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